
Sunday, August 4, 2013

 � Monday
Archery event — Junior 

Olympic/Adult Achievement 
program, Lincoln Prairie Bow-
men, 345 S. 14th St. Learn 
archery fundamentals or improve 
skills. Ages: 8 and up. Registra-
tion 6:30 p.m., shooting starts 
at 7. Session is $15 members, 
$25 nonmembers. Equipment 
provided; finger tabs and arm 
guards encouraged. Mondays 
through Sept. 23.

 � Wednesday
Archery event — Junior 

Olympic/Adult Achievement 
program, Lincoln Prairie Bow-
men, 345 S. 14th St. Learn 
archery fundamentals or improve 
skills. Ages: 8 and up. Registra-
tion 6:30 p.m., shooting starts 
at 7. Session is $15 members, 
$25 nonmembers. Equipment 
provided; finger tabs and arm 
guards encouraged. Wednesdays 
through Sept. 25.

 � Thursday
Meeting — Wachiska Audu-

bon, 7 p.m., Union College, Dick 
Auditorium, 3800 S. 48th St. 
Birds of prey from Fontenelle 
Forest’s Raptor Recovery. Bring 
cameras for photos. Free, open 
to the public.

 � Saturday
Fishing event — Central Cats 

Shut Up & Fish, 8 p.m.-8 a.m., 
Wagon Train Lake. Contact: 
Randy, 402-304-8095.

Fishing event — multi-species 
release, 7 a.m.-2 p.m., Olive 
Creek.

Fishing event — catfish 
harvest, 6 a.m.-2 p.m., Harlan 
County Reservoir.

 � Aug. 16
Banquet — Whitetails Un-

limited Lincoln Area Chapter 
Banquet, 5 p.m. games/raffles/
social hour; 7 p.m. prime rib din-
ner, Havelock Social Hall, 4538 
N. 62nd St. Tickets: $45/single, 
$20/spouse/child. Tickets not 
available at door. Contact: Alan 
Kuzma, 402-430-9828.

 � Aug. 24
Float trip — Summer Sand-

hills Stock Tank Float, 9 a.m., 
Mullen. Women are invited to 
join the event. For ages 18 and 
older. $35/person. Registration 
deadline is Aug. 12. Contact: 
Julia, 402-471-6009 or Julia.
plugge@nebraska.gov.

SOLUNARS
THROUGH AUG. 11

This table lists top fishing times 
and days for the coming week. For 
best results, begin fishing one hour 
before and continue one hour after 
the times given. Best days are in 
bold. 
Sunday 11:25 a.m. 11:50 p.m.
Monday 12:15 p.m. 12:35 a.m.
Tuesday 1 p.m. 1:20 a.m.
Wednesday 1:45 p.m. 2:05 a.m.
Thursday 2:30 p.m. 2:50 a.m.
Friday 3:15 p.m. 3:35 a.m.
Saturday 4 p.m. 4:20 a.m.
Aug. 11 4:45 p.m. 5:10 a.m.

— U.S. Naval Observatory data
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Gretna anglers win 
prep fishing tourney

Gretna’s Eric Soe and Payne 
Ahrens won the 2013 Nebras-
ka State High School Fishing 
Tournament on July 27 at 
Harlan County Reservoir.

The Dragon team caught 
a five-fish limit totaling 15 
pounds. Soe also caught the 
biggest largemouth bass, 
5 pounds, 8 ounces, in the 
tournament. They advanced 
to the regional tournament 
Oct. 5 at Lake Texoma, on the 
Oklahoma-Texas border. The 
regional champion advances to 
nationals next spring. 

Ian Coffey and Quentin Ha-
dan of Southern Valley came in 
second with four bass totaling 
14 pounds, 14 ounces. Lin-
coln County’s Drew Bailey and 
Jacob Zimbelman finished third 
with four bass weighing 14 
pounds, 2 ounces.

The state tournament is a 
cooperative program of the 
Nebraska Game and Parks 
Commission and The Bass 
Federation–Student Angler 
Federation.

HIP registration 
started in state

State residents 16 years old 
and older and all nonresidents 
who plan to hunt migratory 
birds in Nebraska must regis-
ter in the Harvest Information 
Program.

The registration is for the 
period between Aug. 1, 2013, 
and July 31, 2014, for hunting 
dove, ducks, geese, snipe, rail, 
coots and woodcock.

The program helps wild-
life managers estimate the 
number of migratory birds 
harvested each year, which 
helps biologists set limits and 
seasons.

You can register for the free 
program at OutdoorNebraska.
ne.gov/Hip or by calling toll-
free at 877-634-8687. Regis-
tered hunters receive a number 
that they must carry with them 
while hunting.

OUTDOORS NEWS

OUTDOORS EVENTS

By Dave Sands

e’ve all been there — talking to someone 
who expresses the opinion that Nebraska is 
scenically challenged and devoid of any-
thing but agriculture. When I hear such 
remarks, I wonder if they saw our state 
from 30,000 feet or 
through a windshield 

on Interstate 80.
I’ve seen a lot of Nebraska and know 

that it is a place of stunning landscapes, 
biological diversity, pristine rivers, world-
class wildlife and important history. But to 
be fair, the skeptics are right about some 
things: 97 percent of the land is privately 
owned and most of that is in agriculture.

For those of us who appreciate Nebras-
ka’s scenic views, wildlife and historic sites, 
we largely have agricultural landowners 
to thank for preserving these public ben-
efits at no cost to the taxpayer. However, 
continuing agricultural stewardship is not 
a given, especially in our most scenic and 
development-prone areas.

The Schramm Bluffs of western Sarpy 
County offer a prime example. On the final 
leg of its journey to the Missouri River, the 
Platte cuts through a ridge of limestone, 
creating steep bluffs and rolling farmland 
with deep ravines sheltering locally rare 
oak/hickory woodlands. It offers some of 
the best wildlife habitat in eastern Ne-
braska, and the woodlands are especially 
important for migrating songbirds.

The region also has sustained people for 
millennia, as shown by archaeological sites 
nearly 1,000 years old. It still sustains us with drinking water, 
but water quality could suffer from development in the bluffs. 
Because of the steep terrain, soil erosion from construction 
sites or the first flush of polluted urban runoff after a rainstorm 
would quickly reach the Platte, with one of Omaha’s municipal 
well fields downriver.

The area also is a magnet for recreation and the bluffs are 
visible from three popular state parks, Interstate 80, Quarry 
Oaks Golf Course, Safari Park and the Lied Bridge.

To preserve any landscape, the first step is local recognition 
that there is much to lose and a willingness to protect it. With 
an active landowner base advocating for preservation and 
county officials willing to listen, Sarpy County took this step 
when it designated the 11,000-acre Schramm Conservation 
District as the county’s most important and vulnerable envi-
ronmental area that should be preserved.

Voluntary land preservation agreements known as conser-
vation easements were identified as the tool of choice, because 
they are more economical while keeping land in private owner-
ship, on the tax role and often in agriculture. Some people find 
the permanence of conservation easements disagreeable, and 
they aren’t for everyone, but few would question a landowner’s 
right to sell his farm for a shopping mall. That is a permanent 

decision as well. A conservation easement is the flip side of 
this same property right, which allows a landowner to deter-
mine the future of his land.

In 2001, the Nebraska Land Trust was formed to work with 
private landowners who wanted to leave a legacy of preserva-
tion by using these voluntary agreements. From the beginning, 

the lower Platte Valley has been a prior-
ity for the land trust because it harbors 
important resources in a region that is 
projected to have 2 million people within 
50 years. However, conservation ease-
ments are most-effective when focused on 
areas of highest importance. It didn’t take 
long for the land trust to recognize that the 
Schramm Bluffs deserved its focus, espe-
cially with so many landowners interested 
in preservation.

In the assessment of 13 properties for 
conservation value, it was no surprise that 
several of the best prospects were working 
farms. This also meant that the owners’ 
financial security was tied to their land. 
When landowners grant conservation 
easements, they reduce the value of their 
land through relinquishment of develop-
ment rights, and in Sarpy County, the 
value of these rights is substantial.

To make the purchase of these agree-
ments possible, the land trust has obtained 
two grants from the Nebraska Environ-
mental Trust, which is funded by proceeds 
from the state lottery. These grants allowed 
the land trust to obtain nearly $2 million in 
matching federal funds from the Natural 
Resources Conservation Service. Other 
partners have included the Lower Platte 

South, Lower Platte North and Papio-Missouri River natural 
recourses districts; the Nebraska Game and Parks Commis-
sion; the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service; and the landowners 
themselves. Other foundations and individual supporters have 
helped along the way.

Of course, the real measures of success are the acres and 
resources preserved. Currently, the land trust has 957 acres 
under protection, including productive farmland, deep ra-
vines, spring-fed streams, oak/hickory forest, sites eligible 
for listing on the National Register of Historic Places and 269 
acres adjacent to 330-acre Schramm Park. Anyone can readily 
view most of these protected properties from public places, 
especially a scenic stretch of Nebraska 31 as it winds through 
the Platte Valley.

These lands are just the start; preservation of irreplaceable 
landscapes is a long-term proposition. Land preservation also 
requires funding from irreplaceable state sources such as the 
Nebraska Environmental Trust, and voluntary tools for private 
lands such as conservation easements. This is especially true 
in landscapes with a high potential for development, such the 
Schramm Bluffs, where landowners want to leave a legacy of 
preserved resources that benefits us all.
Dave Sands is executive director of the Nebraska Land Trust.

Land trust guides owners in preserving 
land such as the Schramm Bluffs

Courtesy photo

The Schramm Bluffs as seen from the Patterson Farm, one of seven properties in the area protected by conservation easements.  
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Nebraska trust earns 
national accreditation

The Nebraska Land Trust 
recently received accreditation 
by the Land Trust Accreditation 
Commission last week, the first 
land trust based in Nebraska to 
be accredited. 

The designation means the 
Nebraska trust meets national 
standards for excellence, upholds 
the public trust and ensures 
that conservation efforts are 
permanent. 

The Nebraska Land Trust holds 
22 conservation agreements 
in nine counties totaling 8,974 
acres. Protected properties 
include oak woodlands, prime 
farmland and archaeological sites 
along the lower Platte River in 
Sarpy County; a working ranch 
along the Niobrara National Scenic 
River; the most sacred site in the 
Pawnee’s ancestral homeland; 
bighorn sheep habitat in the Pine 
Ridge; and the historic site of the 
Cheyenne Breakout next to Fort 
Robinson State Park.

By BRAD DOKKEN
Grand Forks Herald

GRAND FORKS, N.D. — Brian 
Weiss didn’t grow up in a camping 
family; neither did his wife, Richel.

But they learned as they went.
That didn’t change when kids 

came along. Daughters Miranda, 14, 
and Mikayla, 11, are veteran camp-
ers, and youngest daughter Megan, 
3, is well on her way.

“My big thing is getting out in 
nature and getting the kids into 
it, too,” said Weiss, 41, a hydraulic 
modeling engineer for Advanced 
Engineering and Environmental 
Services in Grand Forks, N.D. “As 
we got kids and they got older, we 
started car camping with a tent.”

Last year, Weiss said, the fam-
ily made the switch to a 19-foot 
camper that has such amenities as a 
fridge, stove and air conditioning.

They might be more comfort-
able, he said, but the trips are still 
about spending time outdoors as a 
family.

“I really enjoy being outdoors 
and exploring new places,” Weiss 

said. “For my girls, they like to get 
away from home and spend time 
with Mom and Dad and not have 
any distractions. My kids like the 
nature thing. They like to get out, 
they like to go swimming. That’s a 
big thing with them.

“They also like to go to the 
state parks and do the interpre-
tive activities in the mornings and 
evenings.”

Keeping the girls busy but being 
flexible and not cramming too 
many activities into a camping trip 
helped foster his daughters’ enjoy-
ment of camping, Weiss said.

“They actually want to go,” he 
said. “They like the ‘getting out 
there and doing it,’ and they like it.”

For parents camping with kids 
on their own, Amy Barrett of the 
Minnesota Department of Natural 
Resources recommends picking the 
“right” park. Several state parks in 
Minnesota have naturalists on staff 
and offer family-oriented interpre-
tive programs.

“One park might be offering 
digital photography or monarch 
butterfly tagging or Archery in 

the Park, so then you can tap into 
your kids’ interest and get them 
excited,” Barrett said. “Or if they 
like to swim, find a park that has a 
beach. If you want to try canoeing, 
find out which parks rent canoes 
or find out about the excitement of 
geocaching.

“A little bit of advance research 
online or by calling will help iden-
tify the right park to fit your fam-
ily’s interest.”

Weiss said the family takes 
most of their trips close to home. 
Bike trails and swimming beaches 
are family favorites, ditto for 
geocaching.

“Kids like to ride their bikes, and 
state parks have some really nice 
bike paths,” he said. “We try to take 
the bikes everywhere we go.”

Not every camping trip is a walk 
in the park — so to speak — and 
Weiss said they occasionally had to 
put up with “a little water” during 
their tent camping days. Another 
time, he said, they were camp-
ing at Lake Bemidji State Park in 
August and woke up to a 30-degree 
morning.

“We’ve been fortunate not to 
have any real rain issues,” he said. 
“My whole thing is if it gets really 
bad, just pack up and go.

“I think the biggest thing is to try 
and make everybody comfortable 
and then also, my wife always says, 
don’t plan too many activities and 
just be flexible and go with the flow 
and how you do things.”

Barrett says parents sometimes 
forget how easy it can be to keep 
kids occupied outdoors.

Something as simple as skip-
ping stones can while away an 
afternoon.

“Don’t over think it,” she said. 
“There’ll be plenty of things to 
interest them along the trail or at 
the beach.

“My parents always had my two 
brothers and I gather kindling while 
they set up the tent. I think kids can 
be involved in planning the menu. 
It’s good to let kids experience the 
fun of cooking the hot dogs and 
roasting the marshmallows.

“There’s something really grati-
fying about that.”

Taking kids camping doesn’t have to be a challenge
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