
Carol Patterson crosses a creek on her farm, which has been in her family since about 1920. The Pattersons have 
permanently protected the land from development with conservation easements. 
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Initial landowner interest in the 
sale of conservation easements 
has exceeded available funds, so 
prospective sites have been prioritized 
to ensure that public funds were 
getting the biggest conservation 
bang for the buck, said Dave 
Sands, executive director of the 
Nebraska Land Trust. Landowners 
and the Nebraska Game and Parks 
Commission developed this ranking 
protocol, based on values that factor 
into selecting projects:

 Threatened or endangered wildlife.
 Presence of oak and hickory 

woodlands, tallgrass prairie or other 
native habitats.

 Historic and cultural sites. 
 Scenic views from public places.
 Proximity to other protected lands 

(248 protected acres are adjacent 
to Schramm Park State Recreation 
Area).

 Water quality protection.
 Working farms.
 Size of property.
 Development threats.

Source: Nebraska Land Trust

Ron and Carol Patterson’s farm is 
part of 1,240 acres protected in the 
Schramm Bluffs by eight conservation 
easements over the last seven years. 
Funding to purchase those easements 
included:

 from the U.S. 
Agriculture Department’s Farm and 
Ranch Protection Program.

 in grants from 
the Nebraska Environmental Trust.

 in donations 
from landowners through bargain 
sales of easements.

 in funds from 
Nebraska Public Power District and 
others.

 from individuals 
and foundations to support 
transaction costs.
Source: Nebraska Land Trust


